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Editor’s note: You may notice a difference in the font used in this Menno-Life. We have switched from 

Arial, an ink-guzzling font, to Times New Roman, which requires less ink.    

 

    
 

 
 
 

The project begins! 

Thanks to nearly 50 individuals of 

all ages, the work of clearing the 

sanctuary took less than two hours 

on June 17. Since then, Jerry Tripp 

and Bret Stopher have led various 

volunteers through the process of 

cleaning and repairing pews. Mick 

Hardy continues to deep-clean seat 

cushions, as well.  

After spending several days 

patching, taping and securing plastic 

to protect wood and glass surfaces, 

painting began. 

Above, Chris Moser, Wendell 

Miller, Jim Weaver and Jeff Gundy 

remove hymnal racks. At left, Art 

Shelly and Chris Gott dismantle the 

sound cabinet. Below, Ethan Nickel, 

Judy Buller, Daryl Nester, Kendra 

and Ellie Nickel clean pews.  

 
Photos this page by 

Louise Matthews. 



       

From Flooring to 

Flourishing! 
Just a few weeks into our Flooring to 

Flourishing project, we’re realizing the 

truth behind the quote, “Every project has 

challenges, and every project has its 

rewards.” The challenges are many and 

new ones continue to crop up on a daily 

basis. And yet, those challenges are 

accompanied by rewards such as learning 

how well we at First Mennonite work 

together as a team.  

Behind every project is a champion; in 

our case, that champion was Mark Suderman, who dreamed for years of ways to update and beautify the 

sanctuary. Mark took the lead of doing the research, studying our options, and talking with other church 

members who understand flooring and woodworking. He put together a well-rounded committee of 

individuals with knowledge and skills in various areas. Steve Jacoby gave some input, as did individuals 

involved with the Grace Mennonite sanctuary renovation.  

In February of 2016, Mark submitted a flooring proposal for the sanctuary to the worship commission. The 

proposal included comprehensive information about cost, cleaning, sound, environmental issues, and 

maintenance and longevity. Pastor Wanda remembers Mark introducing the proposal, with something like, 

“I’ve talked about this long enough, and I’ve decided it’s time to do something.” 

In the months to follow, the proposal made its way through the trustee and stewardship commissions before 

reaching council in December 2016. During the January 2017 congregational meeting, Mark and Mike 

Edmiston shared a PowerPoint presentation and distributed paper copies of the proposal.  

More conversations took place during 2017 and in November we launched the Flooring to Flourishing capital 

campaign. Stewardship encouraged each member to consider giving so that we would have 100% 

participation.  In December 2017, Carrie Mast reported to stewardship that pledges and contributions had 

passed $55,000. Soon after that, we developed a timeline and set a start date of July 17, 2018.   

                            ~ Mary Pannabecker Steiner 

    

The sanctuary was 

empty of pews in just 

a few hours. Below, 

although Theda Good 

appears to be 

refereeing a conflict, 

JP Schumacher and 

Wanda Stopher were 

happily collaborating 

to move the table. 

(Photo at left by Fred 

Steiner; photo below by 

Louise Matthews.) 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflections on summer worship 
Last summer as we focused in worship on “Bridges Among Us,” I was struck often by the way what we 

learned one week intersected or supported what came in subsequent weeks. The popular word for that is 

intersectionality, defined by Merriam-Webster as “the complex, cumulative way in which the effects of 

multiple forms of discrimination (such as racism, sexism, and classism) combine, overlap, or intersect 

especially in the experiences of marginalized individuals or groups.” 

This is one example way of thinking systems, examining how all the parts interconnect and interrelate to one 

another. Another example of thinking systems is emerging as I reflect on our worship this summer, “Practicing 

Faith.” There are threads already beginning to appear and connect our weekly themes. Important elements are 

emerging that these practices share, like slowing down, and being intentional or purposeful. Twice already the 

text that emerged was a call story. The story of Moses and his call at the burning bush drew us into 

conversation about prayer. And the story of Ezekiel’s call invites us to engage scripture. Another text, part of 

the prayer of Jesus for his followers before his passion shed light on the practice of spiritual companionship. A 

call story taught us about prayer, and a prayer taught us about walking in faith together!  

This is exactly what faith practices are meant to do! Help us to see and to notice God’s presence and direction 

in or lives. Simply put, by Marjorie J. Thomas in her book “Soul Feast,” the spiritual life is “how we live with 

God in this world.” As we journey together, may we continue to be mindful, to be awake, and to practice 

paying attention, as we learn and grow in faith.   

                ~ Pastor Wanda Stopher 
 

New normal: Making meaning and finding ways to live at peace 
“When facing your New Normal, what then?” was the theme of the one-day conference hosted by The Towne 

House Retirement Community in Fort Wayne, Indiana. This senior living center is a non-profit continuing care 

retirement community founded by the American Baptist denomination. Besides me, there were two others 

from First Mennonite who attended, Don Hostetler and Elysia Bush along with several of Elysia’s co-workers 

and volunteers.  

The pew movers included 

front row, Maurice 

Kaufmann, Tim Schumacher, 

Jeff Gundy, Rich Bucher, 

Jerry Tripp. Second row, 

Dawn Kreider, Bob Suter, 

Kevin Nickel, Doug Luginbill, 

Jim Dillman, Jan Emmert, 

Wendell Miller. Third row, 

Bret Stopher, Ken Shenk, 

Mitch Kingsley, Glenn Buller, 

Darryl Nester, Todd Rainey. 

Back row, Antony Kingsley, 

Chris Moser, Dave Moser. 

Important dates to put on your calendar now 

July 22-26 – Community Vacation Bible School, First United Methodist Church 

July 29 – Fundraiser meal for Jonaton Moser, noon, assembly room  

August 19 – Congregational meeting 

August 26 – Church picnic, Bluffton Village Park 

September 2 – First Sunday of “We Make the Road by Walking” (Sign up for a book now!) 

 
 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/intersect


First off is the complexity of the word “normal.” Because of its subjective nature we are challenged to agree 

on what is normal. However, we often think of normal as something most people expect or a standard that 

most find to be typical, or usual.  

Dr. Lesa Rae Vartanian, associate professor of psychology at Purdue University, Fort Wayne, IN, led us 

through a session on “Loss as a Developmental Phenomenon.” Developmental changes are part of life. It 

makes us adaptive and entails gains and losses as we proceed through life. In our younger years we are more 

focused on the gains than the losses. During middle-age we begin to see a shift as more losses become our 

reality. Loss transforms us. Before a significant loss, whether it’s due to death, divorce, job loss, loss of dream 

or whatever triggers our loss, we have a sense of the world and who we are – a feeling of groundedness. In this 

state, we can take new information and incorporate it into our sense of self with some ease. Once the loss 

event occurs we move into a place of disequilibrium. Who am I? How do I make meaning now? These are just 

two examples of our disorientation.  

What does it mean to find a “New Normal?” It is a little oxymoronic. Normal will not be what we once 

thought it to be. It is not a destination, nor is it a stage or a state of being. We don’t get over it, we go through 

it. We don’t get closure nor resolution, but rather we work for reconciliation and integration. We don’t get 

healed because healing is ongoing. A “New Normal” is an ongoing way of living to find and make meaning in 

new and different ways. 

Reverend Patrick Riecke, Director of Chaplain and Volunteer Services at Parkview Health addressed the need 

for courageous conversations. He did this through the exploration of three phases of our Spiritual Journey.  

Phase One is that God loves us and has a plan for our lives. Jeremiah 29:11, “For surely I know the plans I 

have for you, says God, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.” This is the 

gospel we tell our children. It’s conventional wisdom and spiritual teaching. This is what we hold onto even 

when life gets difficult. 

Phase Two is Encountering Problems and God helps us as we overcome them. Romans 8:28, “We know that 

God makes everything work together for the good of those who love God and have been called according to 

God’s purpose.” And verse 37, “Yet in all this we are more than conquerors because of God who has loved 

us.” In this stage it’s all about our need for help and God’s expected response. 

Phase Three begins when we feel we won’t overcome the current difficulty. God will help us find meaning in 

our suffering. Ecclesiastes 3:11, “God has made everything in harmony with the divine; yet although the 

Almighty has imbued eternity in our soul, we are unable to grasp the totality of God’s work from beginning to 

end.” In this phase we can focus on making meaning through attentiveness to our legacy, forgiveness, and 

reconciliation in relationships, and passing along our wisdom.  

Making meaning and finding ways to live at peace will be a guiding light in facing our “New Normal.” 

        ~ Pastor Theda Good 

Peace Sunday observance July 8  

Julie and Phil Hart will speak and provide music during worship 

at First Mennonite Church on Peace Sunday, July 8. 

 

Julie, currently an associate professor of sociology, peace and 

justice at Ohio Dominican University, will deliver the Peace 

Sunday message.  

 

She is a reservist and speaker with Christian Peacemaker Teams 

(https://cpt.org/speakers/julie_hart), and has recently published a 

book on antiwar veterans titled “Pathways to Pacifism and 

Antiwar Activism among US Veterans: the role of moral identity 

in personal transformation.” The words of Austin Kocher, one of 

the veterans featured in the book, were published in The 

https://cpt.org/speakers/julie_hart


Mennonite on February 5, 2018 (https://themennonite.org/feature/messy-journey-military-service-pacifism/.) 

Julie will be also speak in the inter-generational Sunday school, focusing on the material in her new book, 

which examines connections found between antiwar veterans, collective identity and moral injury. She will 

also have copies of the book for sale here on Peace Sunday. During the sermon, "Transformed by God's Spirit 

of Truth," Julie will reflect on Romans 12:1-2 and 2 Corinthians 5:17-20. 

Phil is a singer-songwriter (https://www.pahart.com/), and also involved with CPT. He will share his musical 

talents during the worship service. 

Julie and Phil are members of Columbus Mennonite Church. 

Brethren Mennonite Council aims to cultivate inclusive church and society 
I find that most organizations, whether it’s religious, business, non-profit, and even political are flooded with 

acronyms. The church often gets a bad rap for using too many of them and we should remember to use the full 

name, if we want to include newcomers in our midst on a regular basis. So, who and what is BMC?  

Brethren Mennonite Council is an organization that connects with both Mennonite Church USA and Church 

of the Brethren. The mission of BMC is to cultivate an inclusive church and society and to care for the 

Mennonite and Brethren lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and allied community. 

Carol Wise, executive director, explains it this way:  

BMC’s mission involves advocating for justice on behalf of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, 

whether they live in a supportive congregation or one that rejects God’s unique gifts of gender and sexuality. 

As a community shaped by Brethren [and Mennonite] values and the example of Jesus, we have worked to 

understand and support the struggles and needs of other marginalized groups. We are deeply aware of our 

indebtedness to movements of liberation that preceded us, as well as our responsibility towards the ongoing 

work of cultivating a just and kind world for all people. We do not always get it right, but our commitment is 

unwavering. (Retrieved from https://www.bmclgbt.org/single-post/2017/10/27/A-Call-to-Decency) 

BMC provides programs and resources related to the LGBTQ community and our allies, including churches. 

One program is the Supportive Communities Network, which is a network of Mennonite and Church of the 

Brethren communities who are publicly affirming of gay, lesbian, transgender, and bisexual members. Pastors 

from these churches network with each other for resources and encouragement in this work of inclusion. 

I have been a part of the board since 2016. We meet in person at least once a year and have phone or video 

conference calls at other times throughout the year. The first weekend of June I was with the BMC Board for 

the weekend. We enjoyed the hospitality of Luke Miller and Christian at their cabin on beautiful Lake 

Michigan. Skillfully guided by BMC Board President Regina Shands Stoltzfus, the board heard its usual 

reports, adopted a new budget, and spent considerable time reflecting upon BMC's role and posture in 

confronting the challenges and needs of the LGBTQ community, our denominations, and the world. A sense 

of quiet resolve and purpose permeated the meeting as the board considered how to take our commitment to 

intersectional justice to its next level.  

For more information on Brethren Mennonite Council you can visit our website or schedule a time to talk with 

me about our work (www.bmclgbt.org.) 

~Pastor Theda Good 

Spiritual directors focus on “Attending to Love: Within and Without” 
This summer, our worship series focuses on some of the spiritual practices that draw us and tutor us in 

relationship with God and with one another. This series is not a to-do list or recipe for spiritual life, nor does 

it cover the breadth of spiritual practices that Christians throughout the ages have incorporated into their 

lives as they strive first for the kingdom of God. Instead, it offers glimpses into ways to practice faith. See the 

literature rack for the schedule of themes in this series. Ruth Naylor’s article that follows is a reflection on 

one faith practice that many people have found sustaining throughout history. 

https://themennonite.org/feature/messy-journey-military-service-pacifism/
https://www.pahart.com/
https://www.bmclgbt.org/single-post/2017/10/27/A-Call-to-Decency
https://www.bmclgbt.org/single-post/2017/10/27/A-Call-to-Decency


Doug Luginbill and I attended the 2018 Mennonite Spiritual Directors Network 3rd National Retreat in 

Albuquerque, New Mexico, the second week in May.  Fr. Richard Rohr and Dr. Angela Reed were the guest 

speakers; each of them twice addressed the general theme “Attending to Love:  Within and Without.”  The last 

morning of the event was given to consideration of the Network’s future, and the steering committee will work 

with the broad range of opinions expressed. 

Fr. Richard Rohr is a Franciscan priest and founder of the Center for Action and Contemplation in 

Albuquerque.  He is a globally recognized ecumenical teacher, is the author of many books, and offers daily 

devotionals on the Internet.   

He playfully identified himself with our audience and received a burst of comprehending laughter when he 

stated, “I always feel so safe among Mennonites.” He further revealed his acquaintance with our group by 

observing that singing is one form of Mennonite contemplation.  His first presentation dealt with “Attending 

to Love Within the Director.”  The second was “Attending to Love: On the Edges.” 

Fr. Rohr stressed the importance of getting the shape of God right, and he used a toy “spinner” in action to 

illustrate the oneness of the Trinity.  He said, “We need words that lead beyond words and we need to redefine 

love.  It doesn’t mean nice!  Nice is nowhere in the Bible. Being nice is protecting your own image, but 

kindness focuses on the other.”  I was reminded of FMC’s recent focus on building bridges when he said, 

“Much of the Christian world is wrapped in exclusion rather than inclusion –in building walls instead of 

bridges.”   

“People who are in Christ see Christ in every other person.”  When asked about someone who is clearly evil, 

Fr. Rohr responded, “The likeness of Christ has not been awakened yet in this person.  It is Christ in the 

tomb.”  He advised that we serve as a conduit for love.  “Let it flow through you. See as Christ sees.” 

He clearly believes in social action; however, “There is a danger in activism:  It could be ego support instead 

of love.”  At one point he advised, “Don’t worship Jesus.  Follow Jesus!” 

“There is good powerlessness and bad powerlessness.  Good powerlessness has a spiritual base.” 

Raised in a Canadian Mennonite congregation, Dr. Angela Reed has written on spiritual direction in 

congregational life.  Dr. Reed’s theological training and early ministry were in Mennonite settings.  She is 

currently associate professor of practical theology and director of spiritual formation at Truett Seminary, 

Baylor University in Waco, TX. 

Her two presentations were titled: “Attending to Love: Companioning the Faith Community” and “Attending 

to Love:  Offering the Gifts of Anabaptist Spiritual Direction.” 

Unlike Fr. Rohr who spoke without a script and admittedly tended to go off on tangents, Dr. Reed provided us 

a much appreciated four-page handout with a wide variety of quotations regarding spiritual companioning 

and/or direction plus a six-point list about beginning a ministry of spiritual companioning in congregations.  

Also included is a bibliography of sources for further reading on the subject with names like Marcus Smucker, 

Marlene Kropf, and Daniel Schrock who have been or are affiliated with AMBS.   

A copy of that handout is posted on the bulletin board in the fellowship hall for those who are interested in 

deepening the spiritual life and awareness of God within the self, family, congregation and/or the community. 

        ~ Ruth Naylor 

 

Vacation Bible School July 22-26 at First UM Church 
Bluffton Community Vacation Bible School will be held from 6-8 p.m., July 22-26, at First United Methodist 

Church, 116 Church St. This year’s theme is “Game On.”  

Children ages four years through fifth grade are eligible to participate. Registration forms are available on the 

literature rack and at http://blufftonfumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/2018-VBS-Registration-Form.pdf. 

 

 

http://blufftonfumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/2018-VBS-Registration-Form.pdf

