
4th Sunday of Lent
Shaped by the Light… and the Dark

March 19, 2023

Sending

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 
VT - Voices Together (Purple Bound Book)

*Hymn of Response                                           VT  640  My Shepherd Will Supply My Need          

Living God’s Story

Scripture                                                     Psalm 23                                             Ellie Hartzler

Community Prayer                                                                                                   Carrie Mast

Meditation                  Our Journeys Through Darkness and Light                      Phil Yoder  

Gathering

Call to Worship                                                                                                        Carrie Phillips 

Telling God’s Story

*Responsive Reading - selections from Psalm 23

Conversation with Children                                                                               Teri Steinmetz 

One:     The Lord is our shepherd.
Many:  We shall not want.
One:     God makes us lie down in green pastures.
Many:  We shall not want.
One:     God leads us beside quiet waters.
Many:  We shall not want.
All:        Restore us through your Holy Spirit, the love of Jesus Christ, 
              and the comfort of your presence.

Hymn                                                                                                   VT 30 Jesus Calls Us
(v. 1 coming forward & v. 3 going back to seats) 

*Opening Hymn                                                            VT 9 Come Away from Rush and Hurry           

Offering

Offertory                             Sent Forth by God’s Blessing                      Michael Larkin
Words of Invitation

Dedication Prayer

Prelude                                       Prelude: A Lament                                 Anne Marie Spelman                                                               

Invocation

*Hymn of Sending                                                      VT 409 For We Are Strangers No More
*Benediction 

*Postlude

Special Music                                   Shepherd Me, O God                                  Marty Haugen
Chancel Choir

Shepherd me, O God beyond my wants, beyond my fears, from death into life.
God is my shepherd, so nothing shall I want, I rest in the meadows of faithfulness and love, I
walk by the quiet waters of peace.  
Gently you raise me and heal my weary soul, you lead me by pathways of righteousness and
truth, my spirit shall sing the music of your Name.
Though I should wander the valley of death, I fear no evil, for you are at my side, your rod
and your staff, my comfort and my hope.
You have set me a banquet of love in the face of hatred, crowning me with love beyond my
power to hold.
Surely your kindness and mercy follow me all the days of my life; I will dwell in the house of
my God forevermore.                                                              

One:      Lord, we long for light, but all is darkness.  
Many:   We walk in deep shadows.
One:      We have driven back justice. 
Many:   Truth has stumbled in the streets, and thick darkness is over the people.
One:      Here now our silent prayers of confession…
 (silent prayer)
One:      As everything exposed to the light becomes visible, we walk from 
               darkness into light.
All:        Open our eyes, Jesus, that our lives may radiate your glory. Amen.

Hymn                                                                                      VT 740 Spirit of the Living God

Receiving New Members                                                                                                 VT 961

Opening Music                                  Ode to Joy                                                  L.v. Beethoven
      Junia Spelman - Violin                 

Confession 



First Mennonite Church is affiliated with the Central District Conference of Mennonite Church
USA. The Mennonites are named after Menno Simons, one of our early church leaders, and
are rooted historically in the “Anabaptist” movement, which began in 1525, with origins in
Switzerland,  Germany, and the Netherlands now reaching around the world. Some primary

Anabaptist  convictions then and now are following Jesus Christ in service to others, rejection
of violence and war, and joyful community life.

First Mennonite Church
101 S. Jackson St, Bluffton OH

419-358-5766 | fmcbluffton.org

Lead Pastor                                                                                          Phil Yoder, 717-869-7624
                                                                                                                      phil@fmcbluffton.org

Interim Pastor of Christian Education & Administration         Carrie Mast, 419-230-1568 
                                                                                                                   carrie@fmcbluffton.org

Communication Coordinator                                 Trustworthy Schumacher, 419-358-5766 
 fmc@fmcbluffton.org

 
Director of Music                                                                     Mark Suderman, 419-230-5368  
                                                                                                           sudermanme@bluffton.edu

Technology & Media Coordinator                                              Ray Raeburn, 419-230-2769
 ray@fmcbluffton.org

First Mennonite Church
March 19, 2023 

Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Phil’s day off - Friday
Carrie’s day off - Thursday 

First Mennonite Church Office Hours 

3/5/23 - 3/12/23
Reported Volunteer hours: 24
Attendance: 112
Online views: 30 Live; 32 Recorded

Video:
Sound:

Chancel:

Ray Raeburn
Chris Moser
Bruce Steingass

Amy Shadbolt & Jonathan Spelman
Annette Heslep & Mary Ina Hooley
Tom & Sue Schaaf
Anne Marie Spelman & Sunita Hooley

Nursery Workers Today SS:
 Worship:

Nursery Workers Next Week SS:
Worship:



ANNOUNCEMENTS

MCC has an urgent need for relief supplies. Our church will be collecting MCC hygiene kits
and relief kits during March and April. Kit materials lists are on the bulletin board by the
library or can be found online on the mcc.org website.

All are invited to an intergenerational Taizé service this Tuesday, March 21 at 7:30 p.m. in
the Fellowship Hall. All ages are welcome to come sing, pray, light candles, participate in
interactive stations including Legos and crafts. 

We will be celebrating with a brunch during the Sunday School hour beginning at 9:15
a.m. All are invited to bring a breakfast item to share. Beverages will be provided. You
are encouraged to bring your own table service though paper products will be
available. 
All are invited to sing Handel's "Hallelujah Chorus" during the worship service. You can
rehearse with the Chancel Choir on Wednesday, April 5 at 7:30 p.m. or Easter Sunday
morning at 10:00 a.m. in the sanctuary.

EASTER SUNDAY, April 9: 

St. Mary's Catholic Youth are organizing a shoe drive for gently worn and new shoes.
Through April 19, you can drop your used or new shoes at St, Mary's or at Citizen's National
Bank Main Office.

Our Daily Bread volunteers needed: Contact John or Carolyn Rich to let them know if you
can work this Tuesday, March 21.

This is a reminder that all Easter Flower orders are due tomorrow (Monday, March 20).
Please fill out your orders and leave them in Trusty's mailbox or her desk. You can find the
forms in the Fellowship Hall. 

The Honduran Mennonite Church owns a small retreat center near Lake Yojoja named
Finca Diakonia (Discipleship Farm), and is appealing for help in repairing, painting, and re-
roofing the existing buildings. They are suggesting that small groups would arrive on
Saturdays, go to church at our Sister Church in Colonia Lopez on Sunday, work Monday
through Friday, and leave for home on the following Saturday. As well as daily work at the
retreat center, workers will be treated to the famous Baked Tilapia fish dinners at Lake
Yojoja, and tours of local Honduran sites. The cost for lodging, meals, and local
transportation is $500  airfare. Anyone interested in more information should contact Lynn
and Linda Miller (lynnamiller@protonmail.com or lindapmiller@proton.me).

How can you help with a funeral meal? We always need help decorating and setting
tables, providing food, preparing food, serving the meal, and cleaning up afterwards.
If you have you been missing out on the opportunity to help with the recent memorial
meals because we didn’t know you were interested, it’s time to get that fixed! Please
contact either Mary Edmiston at 419-230-9659  or Susie Gratz at 419-358-4822 so we don’t
miss you the next time.

Thank you to our church family for all the thoughts and prayers, cards, and transportation to
St Rita's for Lois during my stay.  I am improving daily and beginning to slowly return to some
of my former activities.  We hope to rejoin you in worship soon.       - Gary and Lois Wetherill

Bluffton University’s Office of Student Engagement will host a 5k Donut Run at 6 p.m. on
Sunday, March 26. The race with donuts at the finish line will start and end at Salzman
Stadium. This event is open to the public. Tickets are $20 for runners plus a service fee at
www.bluffton.edu/tickets. Questions? Contact Michael Bryan at bryanm@bluffton.edu or
419-358-3218.

SHY: Join Noodle Night this week for supper and to help restock the children's activity bags
for worship. Trusty Schumacher will organize the worship bag project around 5:30 p.m.

The Catechism class will join the Social Justice Potluck next Sunday, March 26 at noon and
then move to the Parlor to discuss chapters 4 & 5. Bring a dish to share! 

March is Disability Awareness Month. Join Kathy Dickson and guest speaker Jeanne
Davies of Anabaptist Disabilities Network next Sunday during our Social Justice sermon
and discussion series, What Then Shall We Do?, as we explore equity and justice around
disability. Worship will be followed by a potluck lunch to continue the discussion. 

TODAY: Join us in welcoming new members immediately following worship today. 
Light refreshments will be served in the Fellowship Hall. 

The Intergenerational Trip to Menno-Hof is Saturday, March 25. Departure will be 9 a.m.
sharp from the church parking lot, and we will return by 5:30 p.m.

http://mcc.org/


follow us

 Bluffton First Mennonite Church @fmcbluffton

Today, Sunday, March 19. 2023
Youth Choir, 8:30 a.m.

Coffee Time, 9 a.m.
Sunday School for all ages, 9:15 a.m

Worship: Phil Yoder preaching, 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary
Sermon Discussion Circle, meal, 5:30 p.m.; discussion 6-7 p.m.

 

This Week
Tuesday, March 21

Morning prayers, 7 a.m. Sanctuary
Staff meeting, 9 a.m. Parlor

Our Daily Bread, 10:45 a.m. Fellowship Hall
Taize Service, 7:30 p.m. Fellowship Hall

Wednesday, March 22
Noodle Night, come and go 4:45-6 p.m. Fellowship Hall

SHY, restock children's worship bags, 5:30 p.m.
NOTE CHANGE: Cherub Choir 6-6:30 p.m., Jubilate 6:30-7 p.m.

Adult Bells, 6 p.m., Youth Bells, 7 p.m. Assembly Room
CANCELED: Chancel Choir

Saturday, March 25
Menno-Hof Intergenerational Trip, 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

 

Next Sunday, March 26, 2023
Social Justice Sunday #3: What Then Shall We Do? Disability & Justice

Worship – Kathy Dickson and Jeanne Davies
Lectionary: Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 130; Romans 8:6-11; John 11:1-44

Social Justice Potluck & Discussion, noon Fellowship Hall
Catechism class, potluck & discussion, noon Parlor

Donut Run, 6 p.m. Salzman Stadium, Bluffton University

Welcome to our worship service today. 
Visitors are invited to sign one of our guest sheets located at the entrances to the sanctuary.

Wireless hearing aids are available. Worship bags for children can be found hanging on
wooden pegs at each sanctuary entrance. Child care is available during Sunday School and

worship for young children in the nursery located in the basement. 

March 19 - Xavier Diller
                    Elizabeth Kelly
                    Mitch Kingsley
March 21 - David Edmiston
March 24 - James Dillman
March 25 - Micah DeMarco

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people, we joyfully and unconditionally
welcome you to join us on our journey of faith in Jesus Christ. We are committed to

breaking down dividing walls and building community where all are loved and
accepted. We believe in active inclusion and invite each one to participate in the life

and ministry of our congregation.

http://fmcbluffton.org/
https://www.facebook.com/blufftonfirstmennonitechurch
https://www.instagram.com/fmcbluffton/

