
Anna: Faith in Community
First Sunday after Christmas

January 1, 2023

Sending

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 
VT - Voices Together (Purple Bound Book)

*Hymn of Response                                                                  VT 199 O God, You Search Me

Living God’s Story

Scripture                                              Luke 2:21-38                                Victoria Woods-Yee

Community Prayer                                                                                               Adam Phillips 

Message                        Anna: Nurturing Connection with God         Anne Marie Spelman         

OfferingGathering
Call to Worship                                                                                                          Gerald Mast

Telling God’s Story

Litany of Light based on Psalm 84:1-4

Conversation with Children                                           Laurel Neufeld Weaver, Carrie Mast 
Hymn                                                                               VT 241 O Come, All Ye Faithful

(sing refrain coming forward & going back to seats) 

*Opening hymn                                                                   VT 208 With Mary Sing Magnificat

Offertory                  From Heaven Above to Earth I Come                       F.W. Zachau
                                                                                                                                           Based on VT #260

Words of Invitation      

Dedication Prayer
Prelude                                         All Glory Be to God on High                              J.G. Walther 
                                                                               LuAnn Stuckey                                           Based on HWB #122                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Invocation

*Hymn of Sending                                                          VT 247 Hark! the Herald Angels Sing

*Benediction 

*Postlude                               On This Day Earth Shall Ring                           arr. K. SadowskI
                                                                                                                                                         Based on VT#260

*Hymn                                                                                      VT 546 There is a Line of Women 

Leader:   Our souls long for the courts of the Holy One. 
All:          Our hearts sing for joy to the living God. 
Leader:   The swallow builds a nest for herself in God's presence,
All:          and we find our home here, with God's people. 
Leader:   Happy are those who live in your house, O God. 
All:          Happy are we who have gathered to sing your praise.



Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.
Phil’s day off   -   Monday
Carrie’s day off - Thursday

First Mennonite Church Office Hours 

Video: Ray Raeburn                                                                                              
Sound: Chris Gott                                                                                    
Chancel: Lois Wetherill

12/18/2022 - 12/25/2022
Reported Volunteer hours: 16
Attendance: 87
Online views: 52

First Mennonite Church is affiliated with the Central District Conference of Mennonite Church
USA. The Mennonites are named after Menno Simons, one of our early church leaders, and
are rooted historically in the “Anabaptist” movement, which began in 1525, with origins in
Switzerland,  Germany, and the Netherlands now reaching around the world. Some primary

Anabaptist  convictions then and now are following Jesus Christ in service to others, rejection
of violence and war, and joyful community life.

First Mennonite Church
January 1, 2023First Mennonite Church

101 S. Jackson St, Bluffton OH
419-358-5766 | fmcbluffton.org



Lead Pastor                                                                                          Phil Yoder, 717-869-7624
                                                                                                                      phil@fmcbluffton.org

Interim Pastor of Christian Education & Administration         Carrie Mast, 419-230-1568   
                                                                                                                   carrie@fmcbluffton.org

Communication Coordinator                                 Trustworthy Schumacher, 419-358-5766  
                                                                                                                      fmc@fmcbluffton.org

Caretaker                                                                                             Don Burris, 419-788-6157
                                                                                                            caretaker@fmcbluffton.org

Director of Music                                                                     Mark Suderman, 419-230-5368 
                                                                                                           sudermanme@bluffton.edu

Technology Coordinator                                                               Ray Raeburn, 419-230-2769
                                                                                                                   rayraeburn@gmail.com



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Youth will be attending Winter Retreats at Camp Friedenswald in January. Senior High
Youth attending January 6-8 include Theo Andreas, Ethan Blount, Kaleigh Coffman,
Rebecca Estell, and Ethan Nickel. Sponsors are Phil Yoder and Carrie Mast. This will be
Phil’s inaugural visit to Camp Friedenswald! 

Junior High Youth attending Winter Camp January 13-15 include Bodey Benroth, Ryan
Blount, Micah DeMarco, Jorian Mast, Atticus Prothro, Tate Steinmetz and Carter
Steinmetz. Sponsors include Carrie Mast, Joel Steinmetz, and Ryan DeMarco. This will
be Ryan’s first trip to Camp Friedenswald, as well!  And Carrie's going just for fun...

Please note that music ensembles begin again this week.  All are welcome, including
any newcomers.

The CDC Leadership Council met at Camp Friedenswald on October 29. One agenda
item included responding to the question, “How shall CDC live into the resolution on
Repentance and Transformation?” which was passed by MC USA delegates in May.
Many ideas were generated. One thing that was clear is that CDC leadership is called
to listen to the stories of those who have experienced harm by the church or whose
gifts have not been welcomed in the church because of their sexual identity or the
sexual identity of a family member.
The CDC ministerial committee encourages anyone or any congregation who would
like to begin a conversation to contact either Gayle Gerber Koontz, ministerial
committee chairperson, or Conference Minister Doug Luginbill (contact information
below). The members of the ministerial committee and their responsibilities can be
found at  https://mcusacdc.org/who-we-are/ministerial-committee/ . We want to
listen well. We want to tend transformation in our conference. We long for healing
and hope. 
When someone contacts a member of the committee, the following questions will be
asked:
      * How would you like to share your story? In writing? Meeting in person with someone? Meeting over Zoom?   
         Other?
      * With whom would you like to share your story? Conference minister? Member of ministerial committee?     
         With someone else?
       * Would you like to invite a support person to be with you when you share your story?
       * What would you hope for by telling your story?
       * Is there anything else you would like us to know before we hear your story?
       * Stories that the ministerial committee hears will not be shared except with permission by the story teller.
To begin the conversation or to learn more about sharing your story, you may contact:   
                  Doug Luginbill, conference minister; confmin@mcusacdc.org
                 Gayle Gerber Koontz, ministerial committee chair, ggkoontz@ambs.edu

Office closed Monday

Beginning the week of January 22, Pastor Phil will be changing his day off from
Monday to Friday. The plan is this will be a long-term change.

Staff Schedule Updates:

          Phil and Carrie are both available for pastoral care needs. Phil can be reached at  
          717.869.7624, and Carrie can be reached at 419.230.1568.

Rita Dietrich had a short hospital stay this week. She is home and resting now. Prayers
for continued healing are welcome. 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmennonite.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D16065d8372b1ee2e247906b0f%26id%3De3fd494026%26e%3D21115af362&data=05%7C01%7Cmastc%40bluffton.edu%7C1ffb61d20b5e4cfd6a4808dae15f5e57%7C2e22fd6127b44cfb96a4e655a69916ac%7C0%7C0%7C638070096971510957%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Zxss9yKLVtyfqiG6w4xqDeEOfXIRRl%2BFdFJjmuFUDB0%3D&reserved=0


Today, Sunday, January 1, 2023
New Year’s Brunch, 9:15 a.m.

Worship: Anne Marie Spelman preaching, 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary
Sermon Discussion Circle, meal, 5:30 p.m.; discussion 6-7 p.m.




This Week
Monday, January 2

OFFICE CLOSED
Tuesday, January 3

Morning prayers, 7 a.m. Sanctuary
Staff meeting, 9 a.m. Parlor

Wednesday, January 4
Jubilate 3:15-4 p.m., Cherub Choir 4:45-5:30 p.m. 

Noodle Night, come and go 4:45-6 p.m. Fellowship Hall
Adult Bells, 6 p.m. Youth Bells, 7 p.m. Assembly Room

Chancel Choir, 7 p.m. Sanctuary
Friday, January 6 

SHY depart for Winter Camp 



Next Sunday
Sunday, January 8

Worship – Jackie Wyse-Rhodes preaching, John 1:1-5 
Lectionary: Joel 2:23-32; Psalm 65; 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 18:9-14

SHY return from Winter Camp, 3 p.m.
Sermon Discussion Circle, meal, 5:30 p.m.; discussion 6-7 p.m.

Welcome to our worship service today. 
If you are a visitor, please sign one of our guest books located at the entrances to the

sanctuary. Wireless hearing aids are available. Worship bags and nursery space are available
for young children during worship. Bags can be found hanging on wooden pegs at each
sanctuary entrance, and parents are invited to stay in the nursery with their children.

Happy Birthday!
January 1 - Jim Weaver
January 5 - Larry Diller
                     Rhonda Winstead
January 6 - Jim Benner 

follow us

 Bluffton First Mennonite Church @fmcbluffton

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people, we joyfully and unconditionally
welcome you to join us on our journey of faith in Jesus Christ. We are committed to

breaking down dividing walls and building community where all are loved and
accepted. We believe in active inclusion and invite each one to participate in the life

and ministry of our congregation.

http://fmcbluffton.org/
https://www.facebook.com/blufftonfirstmennonitechurch
https://www.instagram.com/fmcbluffton/

