
 2nd Sunday after the Epiphany 
January 15, 2023

Sending

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 
VT - Voices Together (Purple Bound Book)

*Hymn of Response                                                                   VT 371 Come, Gracious Spirit           

Living God’s Story

Scripture                                                 John 1:29-42                                         Ron Headings          

Community Prayer                                                                           Gloria Hernandez Bucher

Message                                          Following A Sheepish God                               Phil Yoder           

Offering

Offertory                                              How Great Thou Art                                   Lori Line   
Words of InvitationGathering

Welcome and announcements                                                                                 Ray Person

Telling God’s Story

*Responsive Reading - selections from Psalm 40

Conversation with Children                                                                                Linda Headings 

One:     I waited patiently for the Lord; he inclined to me and heard my cry.
Many:  He drew me up from the desolate pit, out of the miry bog,
One:     and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure.
Many:  He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God.
One:     Many will see and fear and put their trust in the Lord. 
Many:  Happy are those who make the Lord their trust,
All:       who do not turn to the proud, to those who go astray after false gods.

Hymn                                                                                            VT 32 God Welcomes All
(verse A, coming forward TWICE & verse B, going back to seats TWICE) 

*Opening Hymn                                                VT 74 O Worship Our God, All Glorious Above 

Dedication Prayer

Prelude                                                      Rain Down                                               from VT 703                                                                          
Laura Hartzler

Invocation

*Hymn of Sending                                                                                    VT 282 Come and See

*Benediction 

*Postlude



Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. 
Phil’s day off - Monday
Carrie’s day off - Thursday

First Mennonite Church Office Hours 

Video: Ray Raeburn
Sound: Chris Gott
Chancel: Chris Moser

First Mennonite Church is affiliated with the Central District Conference of Mennonite Church
USA. The Mennonites are named after Menno Simons, one of our early church leaders, and
are rooted historically in the “Anabaptist” movement, which began in 1525, with origins in
Switzerland,  Germany, and the Netherlands now reaching around the world. Some primary

Anabaptist  convictions then and now are following Jesus Christ in service to others, rejection
of violence and war, and joyful community life.

1/1/23 - 1/8/23
Reported Volunteer hours: 23
Attendance:147
Online views: 45

First Mennonite Church
101 S. Jackson St, Bluffton OH

419-358-5766 | fmcbluffton.org

Lead Pastor                                                                                          Phil Yoder, 717-869-7624
                                                                                                                      phil@fmcbluffton.org

Interim Pastor of Christian Education & Administration         Carrie Mast, 419-230-1568 
                                                                                                                   carrie@fmcbluffton.org

Communication Coordinator                                 Trustworthy Schumacher, 419-358-5766 
 fmc@fmcbluffton.org



Director of Music                                                                     Mark Suderman, 419-230-5368  
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Technology & Media Coordinator                                              Ray Raeburn, 419-230-2769
 rayraeburn@gmail.com

Caretaker                                                                                             Don Burris, 419-788-6157
                                                                                                            caretaker@fmcbluffton.org

First Mennonite Church
January 15, 2023



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Trusty Schumacher underwent a tonsillectomy on Thursday. All went well. While she is
recuperating the next week or two, Gloria Bucher will provide office coverage.

Members of the JHY group are spending the weekend at Camp Friedenswald for their
Winter Camp. Youth attending January 13-15 include Ryan Blount, Micah DeMarco,
Jorian Mast, Atticus Prothro, Tate Steinmetz and Carter Steinmetz. Sponsors include
Joel Steinmetz, Ryan DeMarco, and Carrie Mast,

There will be no Chancel Choir rehearsal this Wednesday.

Also next Sunday, we will be hosting a Welcome Back Pie Night for University students
at 8 p.m. If you'd like to make or donate pies for this event, please contact the church
office. All are welcome to attend. 

Last chance for the Lost & Found Items! See the table next to the table storage closet,
the coat rack, and the basket next to the mailboxes. All items remaining on Tuesday will
be taken to the Et Cetera Shop!

In 2023, we will as a congregation explore the question, "What then shall we do?" in
response to issues of social injustice that affect our community and world. One Sunday
a month, we will explore a different issue of social injustice through a sermon and
continued discussion over a potluck lunch. Sermons will be offered by members who
will reflect on their faith and experiences with these issues. The series will kick off
January 22. Brochures are in your church mailbox. 

The church office will be closed Monday in honor of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.
Bluffton Ten Thousand Villages is planning their annual Valentine's Day Sale. This sale
benefits Fair Trade food farmers who grow and produce chocolate, coffee & tea as well
as our soap making artisan partner Palam in India. Give a thoughtful gift to family and
friends or extend some love to yourself. Order forms will be available next week!

Ushers needed! Anyone interested in being an usher, contact either Dave Moser at 419-
889-5074 or the church office. All are welcome to try out this opportunity! 

All are invited to a drop-in baby shower to celebrate Pastor Phil, Chaska, and their new
baby on the way! Stop by the Fellowship Hall February 4 anytime between 10 a.m. and
1 p.m. for refreshments and festivities. Gifts are not necessary, but if you would like to
contribute one, their registry can be found at: https://www.babylist.com/pcyoder. 

A membership class and a catechism class will begin meeting at the end of January.
Non members looking to be a part of either class please contact Pastor Phil or Pastor
Carrie. 

FMC will host a Hymn Sing on Sunday, January 29 at 3 p.m.  The event is in connection
with the Voices Together art exhibit at Bluffton University.  All are welcome to
celebrate and sing together; friends welcome! The hymn sing will be live-streamed and
recorded. You can find the link on the First Mennonite Church website.

The annual Bluffton University Martin Luther King Jr. Forum is Tuesday at 11 a.m. in
Yoder Recital Hall. Clayton Moore, a retired sergeant with the Fostoria Police
Department and award-winning author, will present, “Why Me?" Moore is the author of
the memoir Good Cop, Black Cop: Guilty Until Proven Innocent. During the presentation,
Moore will recount his struggle with and victory over racial discrimination as the first
black police officer in a small town in northwestern Ohio.The event is free and open to
the public.

Volunteers are needed for the Red Cross Blood Drive here at FMC on February 2 from 1
to 6 p.m. See the sign up sheet in the Fellowship Hall.

Gary Wetherill is scheduled for surgery next Thursday at St. Rita's. He expects to
remain in the hospital for four days before returning home. Prayers are welcome.

SUNDAY! SUNDAY! SUNDAY! Next Sunday at noon, we will have the first potluck
sermon discussion of the "What then shall we do" social justice series. Join the lunch
and discussion to continue the conversation based on the day's topic.

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zt7lSI2VQArqHSIQPoCyrpUabXNwkdz7__C48w1GUs0kdopNAERyLE_8BR_KB6IdQKaWL-AdTEYgykoVM-5_Ul3yaBcQyY5EOmQa7tsn_BeSQkQidGNVWSyiWAgs7FzmxiQichGLsnJGSO02xI7737rDuBrBcq9t&c=3AZRLF3aWBXqRGtZUmzh1R9jN40XDa-0wIG1qpLEjXaOXUEX8aZUmA==&ch=_sHNRbiAnPWaxlQNaeOjph2Jg_ORwaEX1oh79OMsp9vkPUFhArVgKw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zt7lSI2VQArqHSIQPoCyrpUabXNwkdz7__C48w1GUs0kdopNAERyLE_8BR_KB6IdQKaWL-AdTEYgykoVM-5_Ul3yaBcQyY5EOmQa7tsn_BeSQkQidGNVWSyiWAgs7FzmxiQichGLsnJGSO02xI7737rDuBrBcq9t&c=3AZRLF3aWBXqRGtZUmzh1R9jN40XDa-0wIG1qpLEjXaOXUEX8aZUmA==&ch=_sHNRbiAnPWaxlQNaeOjph2Jg_ORwaEX1oh79OMsp9vkPUFhArVgKw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zt7lSI2VQArqHSIQPoCyrpUabXNwkdz7__C48w1GUs0kdopNAERyLE_8BR_KB6IdQKaWL-AdTEYgykoVM-5_Ul3yaBcQyY5EOmQa7tsn_BeSQkQidGNVWSyiWAgs7FzmxiQichGLsnJGSO02xI7737rDuBrBcq9t&c=3AZRLF3aWBXqRGtZUmzh1R9jN40XDa-0wIG1qpLEjXaOXUEX8aZUmA==&ch=_sHNRbiAnPWaxlQNaeOjph2Jg_ORwaEX1oh79OMsp9vkPUFhArVgKw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zt7lSI2VQArqHSIQPoCyrpUabXNwkdz7__C48w1GUs0kdopNAERyLE_8BR_KB6IdQKaWL-AdTEYgykoVM-5_Ul3yaBcQyY5EOmQa7tsn_BeSQkQidGNVWSyiWAgs7FzmxiQichGLsnJGSO02xI7737rDuBrBcq9t&c=3AZRLF3aWBXqRGtZUmzh1R9jN40XDa-0wIG1qpLEjXaOXUEX8aZUmA==&ch=_sHNRbiAnPWaxlQNaeOjph2Jg_ORwaEX1oh79OMsp9vkPUFhArVgKw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zt7lSI2VQArqHSIQPoCyrpUabXNwkdz7__C48w1GUs0kdopNAERyLE_8BR_KB6IdQKaWL-AdTEYgykoVM-5_Ul3yaBcQyY5EOmQa7tsn_BeSQkQidGNVWSyiWAgs7FzmxiQichGLsnJGSO02xI7737rDuBrBcq9t&c=3AZRLF3aWBXqRGtZUmzh1R9jN40XDa-0wIG1qpLEjXaOXUEX8aZUmA==&ch=_sHNRbiAnPWaxlQNaeOjph2Jg_ORwaEX1oh79OMsp9vkPUFhArVgKw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zt7lSI2VQArqHSIQPoCyrpUabXNwkdz7__C48w1GUs0kdopNAERyLE_8BR_KB6IdQKaWL-AdTEYgykoVM-5_Ul3yaBcQyY5EOmQa7tsn_BeSQkQidGNVWSyiWAgs7FzmxiQichGLsnJGSO02xI7737rDuBrBcq9t&c=3AZRLF3aWBXqRGtZUmzh1R9jN40XDa-0wIG1qpLEjXaOXUEX8aZUmA==&ch=_sHNRbiAnPWaxlQNaeOjph2Jg_ORwaEX1oh79OMsp9vkPUFhArVgKw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zt7lSI2VQArqHSIQPoCyrpUabXNwkdz7__C48w1GUs0kdopNAERyLE_8BR_KB6IdQKaWL-AdTEYgykoVM-5_Ul3yaBcQyY5EOmQa7tsn_BeSQkQidGNVWSyiWAgs7FzmxiQichGLsnJGSO02xI7737rDuBrBcq9t&c=3AZRLF3aWBXqRGtZUmzh1R9jN40XDa-0wIG1qpLEjXaOXUEX8aZUmA==&ch=_sHNRbiAnPWaxlQNaeOjph2Jg_ORwaEX1oh79OMsp9vkPUFhArVgKw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zt7lSI2VQArqHSIQPoCyrpUabXNwkdz7__C48w1GUs0kdopNAERyLE_8BR_KB6IdQKaWL-AdTEYgykoVM-5_Ul3yaBcQyY5EOmQa7tsn_BeSQkQidGNVWSyiWAgs7FzmxiQichGLsnJGSO02xI7737rDuBrBcq9t&c=3AZRLF3aWBXqRGtZUmzh1R9jN40XDa-0wIG1qpLEjXaOXUEX8aZUmA==&ch=_sHNRbiAnPWaxlQNaeOjph2Jg_ORwaEX1oh79OMsp9vkPUFhArVgKw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zt7lSI2VQArqHSIQPoCyrpUabXNwkdz7__C48w1GUs0kdopNAERyLE_8BR_KB6IdQKaWL-AdTEYgykoVM-5_Ul3yaBcQyY5EOmQa7tsn_BeSQkQidGNVWSyiWAgs7FzmxiQichGLsnJGSO02xI7737rDuBrBcq9t&c=3AZRLF3aWBXqRGtZUmzh1R9jN40XDa-0wIG1qpLEjXaOXUEX8aZUmA==&ch=_sHNRbiAnPWaxlQNaeOjph2Jg_ORwaEX1oh79OMsp9vkPUFhArVgKw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zt7lSI2VQArqHSIQPoCyrpUabXNwkdz7__C48w1GUs0kdopNAERyLE_8BR_KB6IdQKaWL-AdTEYgykoVM-5_Ul3yaBcQyY5EOmQa7tsn_BeSQkQidGNVWSyiWAgs7FzmxiQichGLsnJGSO02xI7737rDuBrBcq9t&c=3AZRLF3aWBXqRGtZUmzh1R9jN40XDa-0wIG1qpLEjXaOXUEX8aZUmA==&ch=_sHNRbiAnPWaxlQNaeOjph2Jg_ORwaEX1oh79OMsp9vkPUFhArVgKw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zt7lSI2VQArqHSIQPoCyrpUabXNwkdz7__C48w1GUs0kdopNAERyLE_8BR_KB6IdQKaWL-AdTEYgykoVM-5_Ul3yaBcQyY5EOmQa7tsn_BeSQkQidGNVWSyiWAgs7FzmxiQichGLsnJGSO02xI7737rDuBrBcq9t&c=3AZRLF3aWBXqRGtZUmzh1R9jN40XDa-0wIG1qpLEjXaOXUEX8aZUmA==&ch=_sHNRbiAnPWaxlQNaeOjph2Jg_ORwaEX1oh79OMsp9vkPUFhArVgKw==


Today, Sunday, January 15, 2023
Coffee Time, 9 a.m.

Worship: Phil Yoder preaching, 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary
Sermon Discussion Circle, meal, 5:30 p.m.; discussion 6-7 p.m.




This Week
Monday, January 16

Martin Luther King, Jr Day
OFFICE CLOSED

Tuesday, January 17
Morning prayers, 7 a.m. Sanctuary

Wednesday, January 18
Jubilate 3:15-4 p.m., Cherub Choir 4:45-5:30 p.m.

Noodle Night, come and go 4:45-6 p.m. Fellowship Hall
Adult Bells, 6 p.m. Youth Bells, 7 p.m. Assembly Room

CANCELED: Chancel Choir, 7 p.m. Sanctuary



Next Sunday
Sunday, January 22

Worship – Phil Yoder preaching, Micah 6-8
Potluck sermon discussion, noon Fellowship Hall

Lectionary: Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1, 4-9; 1 Corinthians 1:10-18; Matthew 4:12-23
University Student Welcome Back Pie Night, 8 p.m.

follow us

 Bluffton First Mennonite Church @fmcbluffton

Welcome to our worship service today. 
Visitors are invited to sign one of our guest sheets located at the entrances to the sanctuary.

Wireless hearing aids are available. Worship bags for children can be found hanging on
wooden pegs at each sanctuary entrance. Child care is available during Sunday School and

worship for young children in the nursery located in the basement. 

Happy Birthday!
January 15 - Miev Yeng Chan
                       Ron Headings
January 18 - Darryl Nester
January 19 - Don Hooley
                       Mary Ann Moser
January 21 - Ryan Blount
                       Kevin King
                       Todd Rainey

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people, we joyfully and unconditionally
welcome you to join us on our journey of faith in Jesus Christ. We are committed to

breaking down dividing walls and building community where all are loved and
accepted. We believe in active inclusion and invite each one to participate in the life

and ministry of our congregation.

http://fmcbluffton.org/
https://www.facebook.com/blufftonfirstmennonitechurch
https://www.instagram.com/fmcbluffton/

