4th Sunday after Epiphany

Called to be Fools
January 29, 2023

Gathering

Call to Worship Isaac Schumacher

Prelude Brethren We Have Met to Worship

Adult Bells

Kevin McChesney

Invocation

*Opening Hymn VT 34 We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer

*Responsive Reading - selections from Psalm 15

One: O Lord, who may abide in your tent?

Many: Who may dwell on your holy hill?

One: Those who walk blamelessly and do what is right

Many: and speak the truth from their heart;

One: who do not slander with their tongue and do no evil to their friends
Many: nor heap shame upon their neighbors.

All: Those who do these things shall never be moved.

Telling God’s Story

How Can | Give You Thanks?
Jubilate
Soloists: Milena King & Junia Spelman

Special Music Mark Patterson

Conversation with Children Teri Steinmetz

Hymn VT 32 God Welcomes All
(verse A, coming forward TWICE & verse B, going back to seats TWICE)

Recognition of Shelby Cluts Carrie Mast & Phil Yoder

How Good to Thank Our God
Chancel Choir

How good to thank our God and speak our Savior's name, with flute and trumpet, heart and
voice, God's wonders to acclaim: Sing praises, sing praises, with psalms and hymns and songs!
Yet streams of praise go foul, or run into the sand, if justice cannot run its course and water all
the land: Do justice with kindness, and sing our Savior's song!

Yet Christ has shown the way of love and praise combined, and treads the path of peace on
earth with justice intertwined: Sing praises, sing praises, with psalms and hymns and songs!
Our praises cannot wait till word and deed are one. The spirit fills us through and through
with all that God has done: Sing praises, sing praises, with psalms and hymns and songs!

Then let us walk in love; by love our faith is shown. Unloving, we are far from God. In loving,
God is known: Through justice, with kindness we'll sing our Savior's song!

Special Music John Ferguson

Offering
Words of Invitation
Offertory

Dedication Prayer

Blessed Jesus, at Your Word J.R. Ahle/B.M. Culli

LuAnn Stuckey

Scripture 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 Ellie Hartzler

Message Called to be Fools - Part 1 Phil Yoder

Living God’s Story
*Hymn of Response VT 716 God of Grace and God of Glory

Community Prayer Carrie Mast

Sending

*Hymn of Sending VT 809 Sing a New World into Being
*Benediction

*Postlude

*Please rise in body or in spirit.
VT - Voices Together (Purple Bound Book)
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First Mennonite Church is dffiliated with the Central District Conference of Mennonite Church
USA. The Mennonites are named after Menno Simons, one of our early church leaders, and
are rooted historically in the “Anabaptist” movement, which began in 1525, with origins in

Switzerland, Germany, and the Netherlands now reaching around the world. Some primary

Anabaptist convictions then and now are following Jesus Christ in service to others, rejection

of violence and war, and joyful community life.

First Mennonite Church
January 29, 2023




ANNOUNCEMENTS

Gary Wetherill‘s hospital stay was longer than expected though he continues to make
progress in his recovery. Continued prayers are appreciated.

Join the Hymn Sing this afternoon at 3 p.m. It is being held in connection with the
exhibit about Voices Together at Bluffton University. All are welcome to celebrate and
sing together. The hymn sing will be live-streamed and recorded. You can find the link
on the First Mennonite Church website.

The new Membership Class will begin meeting today, Sunday, during SS in the
basement room across from the Chancel Choir room.

Those interested in joining the Catechism Class should meet today, Sunday, in the
Parlor immediately following worship.

FMC is hosting a Red Cross Blood Drive this Thursday, Feb 2, from 1 to 6 p.m.
Volunteers are still needed for set-up, tear down, baking cookies, and tending the
kitchen. See the sign up sheet in the Fellowship Hall.

SATURDAY: All are invited to a drop-in baby shower to celebrate Pastor Phil, Chaska,
and their new baby on the way! Stop by for food and festivities in the fellowship hall,
between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. If you would like to contribute a gift as they prepare for
this baby’s arrival, their registry can be found at www.babylist.com/pcyoder.

Next Sunday is Senior Sunday when we will recognize high school seniors Allison Diller,
Landon Novak, and Elam Suter. This is a shift from our traditional Youth Sunday when
youth take on the responsibility of planning and leading the whole worship service. Due
to increasingly complex coordination among youth schedules, we were not able to find
a date that worked this year for a full worship service led by youth. Instead, join us to
honor our graduating high school seniors next week, and watch for youth offering their
gifts during worship in a variety of ways throughout the year.

Tax Time! 2022 Contribution Statements are in church mailboxes. Contact the church
office with any questions.

Cassidy Bush ended her Mennonite Voluntary Service (MVS) work in San Francisco
earlier than planned. She parted ways with Mennonite Mission Network (MMN) in
November after it became apparent that her household was not a good fit. Cassidy, her
family, and the church are grateful to all individuals who directly supported Cassidy
financially. A portion of those funds will be sent to MMN and the remaining amount will
remain in the church’s Voluntary Service account to support future MVS workers from
FMC. For financial questions, contact Carrie Mast (419.230.1568).

What to do on these cold winter days? Sew MCC kit bags! We have been filling 300-400
kits a year, and we need help making more bags. Sewing directions can be found on the
bulletin board by the library or on the MCC website. Use your own fabric and cord, or
we have some precut packages by the library ready for you to sew. (String the cord
yourself, or return it in the package for us to string.) Thanks for help with this project.
(Hygiene kit collection will begin mid-March.)

Connect with friends and other CDC congregations at the 2023 MID-YEAR GATHERING.
Central District Conference hosts annual Mid-year Gatherings as a way to strengthen
our broader conference connections, keep us informed of conference news and the
denomination, and engage with current topics in CDC and MCUSA.

« When: Feb 11, 2023

o Time: 9;45a - 3p Eastern Time, 8:45a - 2p Central Time

« Where: Columbus Mennonite Church, 35 Oakland Park Ave, Columbus, OH 43214

« Registration deadline: Feb 3 - go to https://mcusacdc.org to register

« Attend: in person or via Zoom

- Engage the Theme: Disability Theology and Accessibility Resolution

« Introduction: Matt Pritchard, Associate Conference Minister for Emerging

Communities of Faith

One week left to order Ten Thousand Villages Valentine's Day Sale gift bundles! We
are offering two different soap bundles this year! Soaps are made by our artisan
partner Palam Rural Centre who offers employment opportunities, dignity & security to
help break down caste walls in Indian society. Palam means “bridge” in the Tamil
language. They seek to build a bridge between the people of the marginalized Harijan
(lower caste) community and the markets of the world. Order forms can be found in
the Fellowship Hall. Ordering deadline is next Sunday, Feb. 5th. Return your order form
and payment to Karen McCullough's mailbox.


http://www.babylist.com/pcyoder

Today, Sunday, January 29, 2023

Coffee Time, 9 a.m.

Sunday School for all ages including Membership Class, 9:15 a.m
Worship: Phil Yoder preaching, 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary
Catechism Class, immediately following worship Parlor
Freudige Potluck, noon Fellowship Hall
Sermon Discussion Circle, meal, 5:30 p.m.; discussion 6-7 p.m.

This Week

Tuesday, January 31
Morning prayers, 7 a.m. Sanctuary

space. One troop meets weekly, another

troop meets monthly, and a combined
meeting of all of the troops meets monthly.
In return, they help us keep our hymnal
racks straightened and stocked with
offering envelopes and pens and pencils.

Staff meeting, 9 a.m. Parlor
Lent Planning Team, 6:30 p.m. Parlor
Wednesday, February 1
o Jubilate 3:15-4 p.m., Cherub Choir 4:45-5:30 p.m.
Happy BlrthdaY! Noodle Night, come and go 4:45-6 p.m. Fellowship Hall
January 29- Linda Miller Adult Bells, 6 p.m. Youth Bells, 7 p.m. Assembly Room
February 2- Ernie Porzelius Chancel Choir, 7 p.m. Sanctuary
February 4- Andrew Raeburn Thursday, February 2
Red Cross Blood Drive, 1 - 6 p.m. Fellowship Hall
Saturday, February 4

Yoder Baby Shower, come and go 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. Fellowship Hall

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people, we joyfully and unconditionally Next Sunday, February 5, 2023
welcome you to join us on our journey of faith in Jesus Christ. We are committed to Worship - Phil Yoder preaching, Senior Sunday
breaking down dividing walls and building community where all are loved and Lectionary: Isa. 58:1-9a(9b-12); Ps.112:1-9(10); 1 Cor. 2:1-12(13-16): Matt 5:13-19

accepted. We believe in active inclusion and invite each one to participate in the life

. . . Sermon Discussion Circle, meal, 5:30 p.m.; discussion 6-7 p.m.
and ministry of our congregation.

Welcome to our worship service today.
follow us

First Visitors are invited to sign one of our guest sheets located at the entrances to the sanctuary.
*)~ Mennonite [ ) n . . Wireless hearing aids are available. Worship bags for children can be found hanging on
=, Church O) @fmcbluffton Bluffton First Mennonite Church wooden pegs at each sanctuary entrance. Child care is available during Sunday School and

’ ‘ Bluffton, Ohio

worship for young children in the nursery located in the basement.


http://fmcbluffton.org/
https://www.facebook.com/blufftonfirstmennonitechurch
https://www.instagram.com/fmcbluffton/

