
 5th Sunday after Epiphany
Called to be Fools - Part 2

February 5, 2023

Sending

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 
HWB - Hymnal A Worship Book (Blue Bound Book)

*Hymn of Response                                            HWB 337 Ask Ye What Great Thing I Know

Living God’s Story

Scripture                                           1 Corinthians 2:1-16                                       Elam Suter          

Community Prayer                                                                                                      Phil Yoder

Message                                         Called to be Fools - Part 2                                 Phil Yoder

Offering

Offertory                       What a Friend We Have in Jesus              Richard Kingsmore           
Words of Invitation

Gathering
Call to Worship                                                                                                            Carrie Mast

Telling God’s Story

*Responsive Reading - selections from Psalm 112

Conversation with Children                                                                              Youth & Seniors

One:     Praise the Lord!
Many:  Happy are those who fear the Lord, who greatly delight in God's 
              commandments.
One:     They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright;
Many:  they are gracious, merciful, and righteous.
One:     It is well with those who deal generously and lend,
Many:  who conduct their affairs with justice.

Hymn                                                                            HWB 596 And I Will Raise You Up
(sing coming forward & going back to seats) 

*Opening Hymn                                                   HWB 70 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

Dedication Prayer

Prelude                                         My Soul is Filled with Joy                                Laura Hartzler                                                           
                   Violin: Ben & Ellie Hartzler                      

Invocation

*Hymn of Sending                                                                           HWB 430 God Be With You

*Benediction 

*Postlude

Senior Statements                                            Allison Diller, Landon Novak, &  Elam Suter
Bible Presentation & Recognition                         
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of violence and war, and joyful community life.
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Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. 
Phil’s day off - Friday
Carrie’s day off - Monday Afternoon & Thursday Afternoon

First Mennonite Church Office Hours 

1/22/23 - 1/29/23
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Attendance: 156
Online views: 45

Video:
Sound:
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Chris Moser/Chris Gott
Carolyn Rich
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Jonathan Spelman's grandfather, Roger Humbert, passed away this week. Jonathan,
Anne Marie, Junia, Quin, and Avila will be traveling to Ashland, Ohio for the memorial
service on Monday. We extend prayers of comfort and support to Jonathan and his
family.

You may notice that many of our Voices Together hymnals are missing today. We lent
300 hymnals to the Mennonite Arts Weekend in Cincinnati.

Mark your calendar! The SHY will be holding a fundraiser auction on March 19 for their
upcoming trip to MennoCon23 in Kansas City. Donations are already coming in and
include a handcrafted wooden hall tree by Chris Moser, a wooden tray and a carved
whale made by Paul Dyck, and an Oscar Velasquez winter scene painting of FMC and our
church neighbors across the street. Donations are welcome anytime!

What to do on these cold winter days? Sew MCC kit bags! Judy Decker has supplied us
with many beautiful bags she has sewn over the years, but because we have been filling
300-400 kits a year, we need help making more bags. Sewing directions can be found
on the bulletin board by the library or on the MCC website. Use your own fabric and
cord, or we have some precut packages by the library ready for you to sew. (String the
cord yourself, or return it in the package for us to string.) Thanks for help with this
project. (Hygiene kit collection will begin mid-March.)

The second Sunday of our Social Justice Series, What Then Shall We do? is next week,
February 12, when Pastor Phil will open discussion on Engaging Anti-racism during the
sermon. All are invited to a potluck lunch following worship to continue the
conversation around tables. Bring your own tableservice. Paper products will be
available.

Thank you to all those who volunteered and donated blood at the Blood Drive on
Thursday. 

Friends,
Do you like cookies? Of course you do. Are you able to support Crime Victim Services'
Prevention program as they work in our local schools and universities to prevent dating
violence by buying a cookie decorating kit?  I will deliver your cookie kit to the church
on Sunday 2/12/2023. Order here: https://givebutter.com/Cookies_Consent, (Paypal,
Venmo, credit cards accepted), explain in the 'gift card' tag that you want Elysia Bush to
deliver it to Bluffton Mennonite Church. 
                            ~ Thanks for considering, Elysia Bush, Crime Victim Services

Orders with payment for the Ten Thousand Villages Valentine's Day Sale are due
today! Forms and payment should be turned in to Karen McCullough. Order pick up
options are in store on Feb. 10th & 11th or at church on Sunday Feb. 12th. Want to
shop for something extra special? Visit Bluffton Ten Thousand Villages store at 115 S.
Main Street for other gift options that provide dignified, long term employment to
thousands of artisans in 35 developing countries.

Marty Hostetler returned home from a short hospitalization earlier this week where
she continues to recover. Prayers for both Marty and Lowell are appreciated.

Gary Wetherill is now at home recovering from his surgery. Healing continues to be a
slow process. Both Gary and Lois are grateful for the ongoing support and prayers from
the congregation. 

Basilda Rockhold moved to Frieda House at Willow Ridge this week. Prayers are invited
for Basilda and Jon as they nagivate this transition.

Corinne Boehr continues with hospice care at Betty House. Corinne and Dick welcome
prayers in these days.

Today is Senior Sunday, when we recognize high school seniors Allison Diller, Landon
Novak, and Elam Suter. Each Senior will share a statement and be recognized during
the service.

Pastors Phil and Carrie will be attending the Pastors & Leaders Conference at
Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary February 13-16. Pastoral care will be tended by
members of the Pastoral Care Team. An updated contact list will be available next week.

https://givebutter.com/Cookies_Consent


follow us

 Bluffton First Mennonite Church @fmcbluffton

Today, Sunday, February 5, 2023
Youth Choir, 8:30 - 9 a.m.

Coffee Time, 9 a.m.
Sunday School for all ages, 9:15 a.m

Worship, Senior Sunday: Phil Yoder preaching, 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary
Sermon Discussion Circle & Catechism, meal, 5:30 p.m.; discussion 6-7 p.m.




This Week
Tuesday, February 7 

Morning prayers, 7 a.m. Sanctuary
Staff meeting, 9 a.m. Parlor
Wednesday, February 8 

Jubilate 3:15-4 p.m., Cherub Choir 4:45-5:30 p.m.
Noodle Night, come and go 4:45-6 p.m. Fellowship Hall
Adult Bells, 6 p.m. Youth Bells, 7 p.m. Assembly Room

Chancel Choir, 7 p.m. Sanctuary
Deacons, 7 p.m. Parlor

SHY: Auction Planning & MennoCon23 Info, 8 p.m. Fellowship Hall
Saturday, February 11

Central District Conference Mid-Year Gathering, Columbus Mennonite



Next Sunday, February 12, 2023
Social Justice Sunday #2: What Then Shall We Do? Worship – Phil Yoder

Social Justice Potluck & Discussion, noon Fellowship Hall
Scripture: Ephesians 6: 1-9 

Lectionary: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 or Sirach 15:15-20; Psalm 119:1-8 ; 
1 Corinthians 3:1-9; Matthew 5:21-36




Welcome to our worship service today. 
Visitors are invited to sign one of our guest sheets located at the entrances to the sanctuary.

Wireless hearing aids are available. Worship bags for children can be found hanging on
wooden pegs at each sanctuary entrance. Child care is available during Sunday School and

worship for young children in the nursery located in the basement. 



February 6  -   Walt Paquin
February 7  -  Alicia DeMarco
                         Marlyce Gundy
                         Chris Moser
February 8  -  Otto Edmiston
February 11 - Karen McCollough

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people, we joyfully and unconditionally
welcome you to join us on our journey of faith in Jesus Christ. We are committed to

breaking down dividing walls and building community where all are loved and
accepted. We believe in active inclusion and invite each one to participate in the life

and ministry of our congregation.

http://fmcbluffton.org/
https://www.facebook.com/blufftonfirstmennonitechurch
https://www.instagram.com/fmcbluffton/

