
 Transfiguration Sunday
February 19, 2023

Sending

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 
VT - Voices Together (Purple Bound Book)

*Hymn of Response                                                        VT 301 Jesus on the Mountain Peak

Living God’s Story

Scripture                                             Matthew 17:1-9                                            Gene Long

Community Prayer                                                                                                      Phil Yoder

Message                       Metamorphosis: The Story of Our Lives                     Adam Phillips           

Offering

Offertory           Adagio from Toccata, Adagio & Fugue in C Major                              
J.S. Bach/arr. Schaum

Words of Invitation

Gathering
Call to Worship                                                                                                     Melissa Friesen

Telling God’s Story

*Responsive Reading - selections from Psalm 99

Conversation with Children                                                        Tess Eger & Mary Edmiston 

One:     Moses and Aaron were among God's priests,  Samuel also was among  
              those who called on God's name.
Many:  They cried to the Lord, and God answered them.
One:     God spoke to them in the pillar of cloud;
Many:  they kept God's decrees and the statutes that the Lord gave them.
One:     O Lord our God, you answered them; you were a forgiving God to them
              but an avenger of their wrongdoings.
Many:  Extol the Lord our God, and worship at God's holy mountain,
All:        for the Lord our God is holy.

Hymn                                                                               VT 641 And I Will Raise You Up
(sing coming forward & going back to seats) 

*Opening Hymn                                                                                        VT 76 Holy, Holy, Holy!

Dedication Prayer
Prelude                   Excerpt from Adagio Cantabile, Sonata Pathetique       L.v.Beethoven 

Anne Marie Spelman
Invocation

*Hymn of Sending                                                                 VT 810 Go, My Friends, in Grace

*Benediction 

*Postlude
Special Music                              O God Beyond All Praising          Gustav Holst/arr. Hopson

Chancel Choir
O God beyond all praising, we worship you today and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay; for we
can only wonder at every gift you send, at blessings without number and mercies without end:  we lift our
hearts before you and wait upon your word, we honor and adore you, our great and might Lord.  Alleluia.
Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring, that we who know your favor may serve you as our
King; and whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill, we'll triumph through our sorrows and rise to
bless you still:  to marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways, and make a joyful duty our sacrifice of
praise, Alleluia.

Ministry Minute                                                                                                         Shelby Cluts



First Mennonite Church is affiliated with the Central District Conference of Mennonite Church
USA. The Mennonites are named after Menno Simons, one of our early church leaders, and
are rooted historically in the “Anabaptist” movement, which began in 1525, with origins in
Switzerland,  Germany, and the Netherlands now reaching around the world. Some primary

Anabaptist  convictions then and now are following Jesus Christ in service to others, rejection
of violence and war, and joyful community life.

First Mennonite Church
101 S. Jackson St, Bluffton OH

419-358-5766 | fmcbluffton.org

Lead Pastor                                                                                          Phil Yoder, 717-869-7624
                                                                                                                      phil@fmcbluffton.org

Interim Pastor of Christian Education & Administration         Carrie Mast, 419-230-1568 
                                                                                                                   carrie@fmcbluffton.org

Communication Coordinator                                 Trustworthy Schumacher, 419-358-5766 
 fmc@fmcbluffton.org



Director of Music                                                                     Mark Suderman, 419-230-5368  
                                                                                                           sudermanme@bluffton.edu

Technology & Media Coordinator                                              Ray Raeburn, 419-230-2769
 rayraeburn@gmail.com

Caretaker                                                                                             Don Burris, 419-788-6157
                                                                                                            caretaker@fmcbluffton.org

First Mennonite Church
February 19, 2023

Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. 
Phil’s day off - Friday
Carrie’s day off - Monday Afternoon & Thursday Afternoon

First Mennonite Church Office Hours 

2/12/23 - 2/19/23
Reported Volunteer hours:20
Attendance: 132
Online views: 24 Live; 29 Recorded

Video:
Sound:

Chancel:

Ray Raeburn
Kevin Cluts 
Chaska Yoder



ANNOUNCEMENTS

A number of FMC families are spending this weekend at                                      for 
Family Winter Camp. Prayers for safe travels and fun!

I am involved in helping Kenneth, a Bluffton University student from Ghana. He ran into
financial difficulties soon after arriving for his studies. He works all he can on campus and
would be happy for odd jobs. The need we have now is financial help funding the rent for
his apartment. Over the next 10 months we need about $6,000. If you could contribute
toward this effort you can designate checks or give online to the International Student
Assistance Fund by adding “Kenneth housing” on the memo or designation line. 
Contact me or Carrie Mast for particulars.        ~ Mitch Kingsley (kingsleym@bluffton.edu)

If you wish to volunteer at Our Daily Bread Tuesday, February. 21, please contact John
or Carolyn Rich at 419-969-4965. 

The closing reception of the “Voices Together” art exhibit will be today, Sunday,
February 19 from 1-3 p.m. with an artist talk at 1:20 p.m. from Gwen M. Stamm, whose
artwork is featured. The reception will be at the Grace Albrecht Gallery in the Sauder
Visual Art Center.

Lent brochures: Check your mailboxes for a brochure listing Lenten season services and
activities. The Bluffton University Concert Band, under the direction of Dr. Roy Couch, will perform

a varied concert of originals and arrangements at 2 p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 26, in Yoder
Recital Hall. The band is comprised of Bluffton University students and area community
members. Musical selections include original wind band compositions “Skydance,”
“Fuego del Alma,” “Mountain Thyme,” and “Junk Funk Shuffle” (you don’t want to miss
this one). Arrangements of “Set Me As A Seal,” “Wayfaring Stranger,” and “Fanfare for
the Common Man” are added to this diverse program with something for everyone. 
The performance is free and open to the public; a free-will offering will be taken for
music scholarships.

The season of Lent begins this week on Ash Wednesday. Come and join us in this
service of preparation for the journey of Lent on Wednesday, February 22 at 8 p.m.In
this service we will receive the ashes placed on our foreheads, remembering that we
are dust, and unto to dust we shall return.” 

Help Needed: Don Burris will be off for surgery beginning March 7. We are looking for
volunteers or a paid substitute to assist with general cleaning, setup, and teardown in
the church. Contact the church office if you are interested or know of someone who
might be.

Un-mark your calendar! The SHY will NOT be holding a fundraiser auction on March 19
for their upcoming trip to MennoCon23 in Kansas City. A new date will be announced
soon!

Barb Stettler will have total hip replacement surgery at Blanchard Valley Hospital in
Findlay on Monday, February 20, at noon. Prayers are welcome.

Lowell & I do appreciate all of the concerns and support we've received from the
congregation and staff as I recovered from my latest and more serious than usual fall.  
I feel pretty much on the road to recovery from its repercussions at this point. Your
cards, prayers, visits and concerns have meant so much to us. The televised services
have helped to feel in touch too. We're looking forward to worshiping with all again.
                                                                                                             -Marty & Lowell Hostetler

Carrie Mast is taking this weekend off to spend some time with family at Camp
Friedenswald's Family Winter Camp.



follow us

 Bluffton First Mennonite Church @fmcbluffton

February 21 - Carrie Mast
February 22 - Avila Spelman

Today, Sunday, February 19, 2023
Coffee Time, 9 a.m.

Sunday School for all ages, 9:15 a.m.
Worship: Adam Phillips preaching, 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary

Voices Together Closing Reception, 1 p.m. Sauder Visual Art Center
Sermon Discussion Circle, meal, 5:30 p.m.; discussion 6-7 p.m.




This Week
Tuesday, February 21

Morning prayers, 7 a.m. Sanctuary
Staff meeting, 9 a.m. Parlor

Our Daily Bread, leave FMC at 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday, February 22

Jubilate 3:15-4 p.m., Cherub Choir 4:45-5:30 p.m.
Noodle Night, come and go 4:45-6 p.m. Fellowship Hall
Adult Bells, 6 p.m. Youth Bells, 7 p.m. Assembly Room

Chancel Choir, 7 p.m. Sanctuary
Ash Wednesday Service, 8 p.m. Fellowship Hall




Next Sunday, February 26
Worship – Phil Yoder preaching

Lectionary: Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah 58:1-12; Psalm 51:1-17; 2 Cor. 5:20b-6:10;
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-20

Bluffton University Concert Band, 2 p.m. Yoder Recital Hall
Sermon Discussion Circle, meal, 5:30 p.m.; discussion 6-7 p.m.

Catechism, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Welcome to our worship service today. 
Visitors are invited to sign one of our guest sheets located at the entrances to the sanctuary.

Wireless hearing aids are available. Worship bags for children can be found hanging on
wooden pegs at each sanctuary entrance. Child care is available during Sunday School and

worship for young children in the nursery located in the basement. 

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people, we joyfully and unconditionally
welcome you to join us on our journey of faith in Jesus Christ. We are committed to

breaking down dividing walls and building community where all are loved and
accepted. We believe in active inclusion and invite each one to participate in the life

and ministry of our congregation.

The Intergenerational Trips Ministry is planning a trip to Menno-Hof in
Shipshewana for Saturday, March 26. The  trip will be from approximately
9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. with lunch at a local restaurant. Transportation will be
provided. Some details are yet to be determined because they are dependent
upon the number of people participating. This trip is open to anyone. Feel free
to invite others to join. There is a sign-up sheet on the small table in the
Fellowship Hall. You will be able to sign up until the end of February. Once the
number of people interested is determined, more details will follow. 
Contact Shelby Cluts, 419.234.2580, with questions, 

Ministry
Minute!

http://fmcbluffton.org/
https://www.facebook.com/blufftonfirstmennonitechurch
https://www.instagram.com/fmcbluffton/

