
Vision of Healing and Hope
Reformation Sunday

October 29, 2023

*Please rise in body or in spirit.
~ VT - Voices Together (Purple Bound Book)

Sending

*Hymn of Response                                                        VT 421 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

Living God’s Story

Scripture                    Deuteronomy 34:1-12; Matthew 22:34-40.                          Ron Lora

Community Prayer                                                                                                      Pastor Phil

Message                                     Remember Who You Are                                   Pastor Carrie         

Offering

Offertory                Sonatina Op. 36, No.3, Mvt. I: Spiritoso               Muzio Clementi
Words of Invitation

Dedication Prayer

*Hymn of Sending                                                                           VT 416 Beyond a Dying Sun

*Benediction 

*Postlude

Gathering

Welcome and announcements                                                               Wendy Chappell-Dick

Telling God’s Story

*Responsive Reading - selections from Psalm 90

Conversation with Children                                                                                        Pastor Phil

One:     Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.
Many:  Before the mountains were brought forth or ever you had formed the 
              earth and the world,
One:     from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
Many:  You turn us back to dust and say, “Turn back, you mortals.”
One:     For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past
Many:  or like a watch in the night.
One:     Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us
Many:  and prosper for us the work of our hands—
All:        O prosper the work of our hands!

*Opening Hymn                                                               VT 203 O God, Our Help in Ages Past

Prelude                                                      Overnight                                           Chilly Gonzales                                                                                  
Anne Marie Spelman

Invocation

To parents of young children: If you’re feeling anxious about having them in church, God put the wiggle in
children. Don’t feel like you have to suppress those wiggles. Consider sitting closer to the front, where it’s

easier for your little ones to engage. Quietly explain the parts of worship and actions of the worship leader,
musicians, pastor, and others who are involved in the service. Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses.
Children learn their behavior by mimicking you. If you have to leave the sanctuary with your child, please feel

free to do so, but please come back. As Jesus said, “Let the children come to me.”

Hymn                                                             VT VT 519 God, Give Me Faith like a Child
(v. 1 coming forward & v. 3 going back to seats)

Special Music                                         All My Tears                                                Julie Miller
Jeff Gundy, Everett Collier, Perry Bush, and Marlyce Gundy

Opening Music                                         Ode to Joy                             Ludwig von Beethoven
Avila Spelman



First Mennonite Church
October 29, 2023 

8/27/23 - 9/3/23
Reported Volunteer hours: 29
Attendance: 152
Online views - Live: 26 Recorded: 15 Total Viewing Hrs: 24

Monday - Friday 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. 
~ Phil’s day off - Friday             ~ Carrie’s day off - Thursday 

First Mennonite Church Office Hours 

Video:
Sound:

Chancel:

Ray Raeburn
Melissa Friesen
Ten Thousand Villages

Nursery sign-up here:  http://fmcbluffton.org/nursery-volunteers

Shelby Cluts/Amy Shadbolt
Kevin Cluts/Ray Person

 Nursery Workers Today SS:
 Worship:

Nursery Workers Next Week SS:
Worship:

First Mennonite Church is affiliated with the Central District Conference of Mennonite Church
USA. The Mennonites are named after Menno Simons, one of our early church leaders, and
are rooted historically in the “Anabaptist” movement, which began in 1525, with origins in
Switzerland,  Germany, and the Netherlands now reaching around the world. Some primary

Anabaptist  convictions then and now are following Jesus Christ in service to others, rejection
of violence and war, and joyful community life.
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101 S. Jackson St, Bluffton OH

419-358-5766 | fmcbluffton.org

Lead Pastor                                                                                          Phil Yoder, 717-869-7624
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Technology & Media Coordinator                                              Ray Raeburn, 419-230-2769
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Carmen Ordonez
Pat Sheidler/Mary Ina Hooley
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

A big thank you to Sue Schaaf for volunteering in the office this week
while Trusty is out on family leave! Cupboards have never been so
organized! Thank you for pausing your sewing projects 
to help us out! 

The Gifts Discernment and Ministry Participation Team’s survey is due
Nov. 12. Complete the survey digitally (preferred but not required) by
using the QR code or accessing the survey through the church website.
Paper copies are also available by the mailboxes This new survey is
concise, short, and easy to fill out! Children and youth are encouraged
to complete the survey, too!

Participation
Survey

Wear your costumes and join the fun at FMC’s
indoor Fall Festival Tuesday, Oct. 31 from 5-7 p.m.  
Activities include Trick or Treat stations, photo booth,
games, scavenger hunt, pumpkin decorating, and
more! Hot dogs and snacks provided. This event is
geared towards kids ages 0-12 but open to all. Adult
supervision required.

Quarterly Financial Update: As of Sep. 30, giving has exceeded spending by
nearly $48,000 due to continued generous giving. Thank you! And please
continue the trend! We will let you know if we fall behind and keep you
informed of any unexpected expenditures. The September report is posted 

 on the post near the church office. If you would like a copy in your mailbox or have any
questions or concerns, please contact Treasurer Rita Dietrich. The next bulletin update will
be in January after we close out the books on 2023. A reminder: we will be discussing the
2024 Spending Plan at the Annual Congregational Meeting on Nov. 12 following worship.

Help is needed to assist Pastor Phil, Chaska and Flora in their upcoming move to a new
home in Bluffton on Saturday, Nov. 4. Trucks and trailers would be helpful. Early risers will
begin at 7:30 a.m., joined by others at their convenience. Coffee and donuts provided.
Contact Louise Matthews (LouiseMatthews46@gmail.com or 419-303-8057) to volunteer. 

TODAY: Refuge 461, a ministry meeting at Bluffton University, is having a Wild Church
worship service at the Nature Preserve at 3 p.m. Wild Church is a recent movement
seeking to deepen our relationship with God and the earth.

Sign up to provide a meal for Isaac, Trusty, Keagan & baby Skyler Schumacher at
https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/41ey76 or contact Chaska at 717-621-7282 to learn
about available dates and details. 

Tareq Abuhalima, co-director of The Lion and Lamb Peace Arts Center, will share
“Experiences in the Gaza Strip” about his experiences growing up in the Gaza Strip at 11 a.m.
on Tuesday, Oct. 31 in Yoder Recital Hall. The presentation is free and open to the public.

Pastor Carrie will be out of the office on Wednesday for a meeting with the Central
District Conference Pastor Peer group at Columbus Mennonite Church. 

Jubilee Mennonite Church in Bellefontaine is hosting author Dale Lykins on Sunday, Nov.
5 during Sunday School and Worship. He will read and discuss themes from his memoir
Hush, Child: Finding My Voice & Breaking the Silence. A book signing will follow. Lunch will
be provided. https://www.jubileemennonite.com/book-event-with-author-dale-lykins/ 

Mitch and Ann Kingsley are going to serve with MDS in central Florida at Zolfo Springs for six
weeks starting Oct. 30. Hurricane Ian happened there one year ago. The project is repairing
damages and starting the building of three new homes. Mitch will be the project director.

TEN THOUSAND VILLAGES in Bluffton provides a market for artists from 35 developing
countries to sell their handcrafted products.  BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR NOV.10-11, 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. with 25% off everything in the store.  On Sunday, Nov.12, shopping from 1-5 with
the discount will be held for supporting church members, family, friends, and coworkers.

Look for the Annual Congregational Report booklets in your mailboxes later this week in
preparation for the meeting on Nov. 12.

The Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival is uniting people across the
country to challenge the evils of systemic racism, poverty, the war economy, ecological
devastation, and the nation’s distorted moral narrative of religious nationalism. The Campaign
has been hosting regional events to talk about our movement and hear your concerns and
accomplishments in your community. We invite you to join us for a Meet & Greet at FMC,
Sunday, Nov. 5 from 2 to 4 p.m.

mailto:LouiseMatthews46@gmail.com
https://www.jubileemennonite.com/book-event-with-author-dale-lykins/


follow us

 Bluffton First Mennonite Church @fmcbluffton

Ministry
Minute!

Today, Sunday, October 29, 2023 
CANCELED: Youth Choir, 8:30 - 9:15 a.m. Children’s Choir Room

Coffee Time, 9 a.m.  &  Sunday School for all ages, 9:15 a.m.
CANCELED: Cherubs 9:15 a.m. - 9:45 a.m. Children’s Choir Room

Worship: Carrie Mast preaching, 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary
Freudige SS Class potluck, noon Fellowship Hall

Sermon Discussion Circle, meal, 5:30 p.m.; discussion 6-7 p.m.

This Week
Monday, October 30 

Staff meeting, 9:30 a.m. Parlor
Tuesday, October 31 

Morning prayers, 7 a.m. Sanctuary
Fall Festival, 5-7 p.m. Fellowship Hall

Wednesday, November 1 
CDC Pastor Peer Group, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Columbus Mennonite Church

Jubilate 3:00 - 3:45 p.m. Children’s Choir Room
Noodle Night, come and go 4:45-6 p.m. Fellowship Hall
Adult Bells, 6 p.m. Youth Bells, 7 p.m. Assembly Room

Chancel Choir, 7 p.m. Sanctuary 
SHY, 7:30-8:30 p.m. Fellowship Hall

Next Sunday, November 5 - All Saints Service
Worship: Phil Yoder preaching

Advent Planning, 1:30 p.m. Parlor
Poor People’s Campaign, 2-4 p.m. Fellowship Hall

Lectionary: Josh. 3:7-17; Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37; 1 Thess. 2:9-13; Matt. 23:1-12
Sermon Discussion Circle, meal, 5:30 p.m.; discussion 6-7 p.m.

        
October 29 - Lynda Nyce

November 1 - Keagan Schumacher

Welcome to our worship service today. 
Visitors are invited to sign one of our guest sheets located at the entrances to the sanctuary.

Wireless hearing aids are available. 
Worship bags for children can be found hanging on wooden pegs at each sanctuary entrance.

Parents and caregivers are invited to use the nursery with their young children 
during Sunday School and worship. The nursery is located in the basement. 

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people, we joyfully and unconditionally
welcome you to join us on our journey of faith in Jesus Christ. We are committed to

breaking down dividing walls and building community where all are loved and
accepted. We believe in active inclusion and invite each one to participate in the life

and ministry of our congregation.

Karl’s Club is a collaborative effort between FMC and Bluffton University to support
elementary-aged students in developing their reading skills. University students meet
Bluffton Elementary students on Mondays & Wednesdays to walk over to the church
together for 1:1 reading tutoring. They begin together in the Assembly Room with a snack
and break out into the various basement classrooms for tutoring. FMC’s support includes
providing storage space for books, snacks, and incentives; offering space for the tutoring;
and paying for the snacks and incentives out of our endowment fund through the estate
gift of Karl Gierman. The program is called Karl’s Club in memory of Karl.

http://fmcbluffton.org/
https://www.facebook.com/blufftonfirstmennonitechurch
https://www.instagram.com/fmcbluffton/

