
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Sensing the Season: EMOTION

December 24, 2023

*Please rise in body or in spirit.
~ VT - Voices Together (Purple Bound Book)

Sending

*Hymn of Response                                                       VT 216  Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
Ellie Hartzler (flute) Ben Hartzler (violin)

Living God’s Story

Scripture                                               Luke 1:46-55                                            Rebecca Estell

Message                                          It’s Okay to be Afraid                                          Pastor Phil

Offering

Offertory                          Hark! the Herald Angels Sing                                 Chip Davis
Words of Invitation

Dedication Prayer

*Hymn of Sending                                                             VT 247 Hark! the Herald Angels Sing
Patrick Estell (trumpet)

*Benediction 

*Postlude

Gathering
Call to Worship                                                                                                              Emily Hilty

Telling God’s Story

*Opening Hymn                                                          VT 222 My Soul Proclaims with Wonder
Ellie & Ben Hartzler (violin) Adam Phillips (guitar) Phil Yoder (bass)

Prelude                                                    The First Noel                                  English traditional
Laura Hartzler (piano) Ben & Ellie Hartzler (violin)

Invocation

Special Music                                  Thou Shalt Know Him                                       Mark Sirett
Chancel Choir, Mark Suderman (conductor), LuAnn Stuckey (piano)

Thou shalt know him when he comes, Not by any din of drums, Nor his manners, nor his airs, Nor by
anything he wears.  Thou shalt know him when he comes, Not by his crown or by his gown, But his

coming known shall be, by the holy harmony which his coming makes in thee.  Amen.

Pastoral Prayer                                                                                                          Pastor Carrie

Conversation with Children                                                        Junia Spelman & Carrie Mast
                                                  with Wendy Chappell-Dick (guitar) & Ben Hartzler (ukelele)

Hymn                                                             VT 237 Now the Heavens Start to Whisper
(v. 1 coming forward & v. 3 going back to seats) 

Dramatic Reading (The Message)       Luke 1:26-38                                                 Chris Gott

*Responsive Reading & Candle Lighting                                   

Heidrun Awad (Candle Lighter)

One:  Advent is a time to lean into our questions: We wonder, we wander, 
All:     We wait together
One:  For the Messiah, the Christ Child, the light.
All:     How will we know it is you?
One:  Help us to perceive your presence: To smell your fragrance, 
           To meet your embrace, To taste your feast 
All:     To feel your love
One:   To hear your song,  To see your beauty, 
All:     To prepare a way for you in a chaotic world.
One:  We light this candle of Peace, anticipating your embodied presence among us.

Special Music                                           O Holy Night                         Arr. by Stephen Cesare
Ensemble - Kari Diller, Rebecca Estell, Ellie Hartzler, Ellie Nickel, Grace Paquin

Laura Hartzler(piano)
To parents of young children: If you’re feeling anxious about having them in church, God put the wiggle in
children. Don’t feel like you have to suppress those wiggles. Consider sitting closer to the front, where it’s

easier for your little ones to engage. Quietly explain the parts of worship and actions of the worship leader,
musicians, pastor, and others who are involved in the service. Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses.
Children learn their behavior by mimicking you. If you have to leave the sanctuary with your child, please feel

free to do so, but please come back. As Jesus said, “Let the children come to me.”



12/10/23 - 12/17/23
Reported Volunteer hours: 30
Attendance: 169
Online views - Live: 26 Recorded: 23 Total Viewing Hrs: 40

First Mennonite Church Office Hours 
Monday - Friday 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. 

~ Phil’s day off - Friday             ~ Carrie’s day off - Thursday 

Video:
Sound:

Chancel:

Ray Raeburn
Chris Gott
Mary Ann Suter

Nursery sign-up here:  http://fmcbluffton.org/nursery-volunteers

Jean Miller
Jonathan Spelman

 Nursery Workers Today SS:
 Worship:

Nursery Workers Next Week SS:
Worship: Monica Harnish

First Mennonite Church
December 24, 2023

First Mennonite Church is affiliated with the Central District Conference of Mennonite Church
USA. The Mennonites are named after Menno Simons, one of our early church leaders, and
are rooted historically in the “Anabaptist” movement, which began in 1525, with origins in
Switzerland,  Germany, and the Netherlands now reaching around the world. Some primary

Anabaptist  convictions then and now are following Jesus Christ in service to others, rejection
of violence and war, and joyful community life.
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 ray@fmcbluffton.org

Custodian                                                                                                                 Shawna Yoder
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http://fmcbluffton.org/nursery-volunteers


ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS WEEK: There are no activities scheduled on Wednesday evening this week. Noodle Night
and all choirs will resume on Wednesday, Jan. 3. 

WANTED: The Senior High Youth will be attending Winter Camp Jan. 5-7 at Camp Friedenswald.
An exchange student at Bluffton High School would like to attend with the FMC youth group
and is looking to borrow a pair of women’s size 7 1/2 winter boots for the weekend. If you
have a pair you are willing to lend, contact Carrie: 419.230.1568 or carrie@fmcbluffton.org.

OFFICE HOURS: The church office will be closed Monday & Tuesday this week. Carrie will be
out on Wednesday in addition to her day off on Thursday and back in the office on Friday. Phil
will be working all day Wednesday & Thursday + Friday morning.

The rose on the organ is in honor of Arthur Malcom Paul who was born last Sunday afternoon
to parents Courtney & Justin Paul. Congrats also to grandparents Janine & Chad Paul.

TONIGHT, Dec. 24, all are invited to gather for our traditional Candlelight Christmas Eve
Service at 6:30 p.m. Join us for the retelling of the Nativity story, singing carols, and candle
lighting. High School Youth helping with candle lighting should meet in the sanctuary at 6:10
p.m. 

The most up-to-date revision of the FMC Constitution and By-laws is in your mailbox. The last
page includes a list of members of Leadership Circle, Treasurer Team, and Gifts Discernment &
Ministry Participation team.

Due to the way Sundays and holidays fall on the calendar this year, Dec. 24, TODAY, is the last
giving Sunday to give to the 2023 Spending Plan in the offering plate and online. If you give
after this date, and you wish your contribution to appear on your 2023 contribution statement,
you will need to notify the church office.

Cooper Roberts, 1 year old son of Lauren (Paul) & Joe Roberts, was hospitalized this week
with pneumonia. He is home now and doing much better! Prayers for Cooper’s recovery are
welcome. 

TODAY: The annual Christmas Brunch is scheduled for Sunday morning at 9:15 a.m. in the
Fellowship Hall. Bring your family and a dish to share! 

Youth Choir is off the rest of the year and will resume Jan. 7.

Mark your calendar! On Sunday, Feb. 11, we will be hosting a day of worship and activities
focused on learning about the history of the Israel/Palestine conflict and the experience of 2
Palestinians: Lydia Brenneman, retired chaplain and Lima Mennonite member, will be our
guest speaker during worship, and Tareq Abuhalima, graduate assistant working in the Lion &
Lamb Peace Arts Center at Bluffton University, will share in the afternoon. Look for more
information coming soon!

On Saturday, Jan. 27, FMC & Grace Mennonite will be hosting an all new Winter Bible School
from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Dr. Ryan Schellenberg, a Mennonite scholar of the apostle Paul from
Methodist Theological Seminary of Ohio, will be sharing his expertise on Paul’s experience in
prisons and how that may relate to issues of mass incarceration today.
Saturday will feature a meal, music, discussion, and children’s programming at
The Lion & Lamb, as well. Sunday will include an elective Sunday School class,
and a sermon from Ryan. Register at FMC’s website or by scanning this QR code:

Mennonite Action Update: Mennonites from across Ohio gathered at the Columbus office of
Ohio Senator Sherrod Brown at noon Tuesday, Dec. 19, to call for a ceasefire in Gaza as part of
the coordinated Mennonite Action. Around 60 participants were present for the demonstration,
including 23 members of FMC & Lima Mennonite. Emma Speyer, the Central Ohio
representative for Sen. Sherrod Brown, joined the group outside. She listened as Joel Miller,
pastor of Columbus Mennonite, read a letter calling for a ceasefire and end to violence in Gaza
as well as testimonies from three Ohio Mennonites, including Lydia Brenneman of Lima
Mennonite who recounted her experience growing up as a Palestinian Christian in Jerusalem
and her heartbreak at the deaths of several family members who currently live in Gaza. The
overall atmosphere of the demonstration was positive, with prayers, singing and chanting on
the sidewalk outside the federal office building. The leaders of the action presented the staff
member Emma Speyer with a pie as a demonstration of peace. When it became clear that
Speyer was getting cold in the near-freezing temperatures, several participants came up to give
her a scarf, coat and gloves to keep warm. After the testimonies she thanked those present for
caring enough about the situation in Gaza to come down to Senator Brown’s office to
demonstrate and promised to pass on the information that was shared to him.The
demonstration ended with more hymn singing and a prayer for peace shortly before 1 p.m. A
big thanks to Pastor Phil for his work in organizing our group and participating in leadership of
the demonstration.



follow us

 Bluffton First Mennonite Church @fmcbluffton

Ministry
Minute!

27 - Micah Hartzler 
28 - Madelyn King                              
        Joe Werling 

29 - Barrett Benroth

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people, we joyfully and unconditionally
welcome you to join us on our journey of faith in Jesus Christ. We are committed to breaking
down dividing walls and building community where all are loved and accepted. We believe in

active inclusion and invite each one to participate in the life and ministry of our
congregation. Welcome to our worship service today. 

Visitors are invited to sign one of our guest sheets located at the entrances to the sanctuary. Wireless
hearing aids are available. Worship bags for children can be found hanging on wooden pegs at each

sanctuary entrance. Child care is available during Sunday School and worship for young children in the
nursery located in the basement. 

Today, Sunday, December 24, 2023 
Christmas brunch, 9:15 a.m.

Worship: Phil Yoder, preaching 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary
Candlelight Christmas Eve Service, 6:30 p.m. Sanctuary

This Week
Monday, December 25 

Merry Christmas!
OFFICE CLOSED

Tuesday, December 26
Morning prayers, 7 a.m. Sanctuary

OFFICE CLOSED
Wednesday, December 27

NO ACTIVITIES

Next Sunday, December 31 
Third Sunday of Advent ~ Sensing the Season: TASTE

Worship: Phil Yoder, preaching
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28

Gifts are a joy to give & receive. 
If you have a gift you would like to share
with the church, talk to someone! 
If you see a gift in someone else that
they can’t see in themselves, or maybe
they’re just shy about sharing it,
encourage them to offer it!

There are many ways to connect people to
ministries or to find inroads to sharing gifts.
Contact any of the following:

A member of the Gifts Discernment team
A Circle Leader
A Ministry Leader
A church staff person 

http://fmcbluffton.org/
https://www.facebook.com/blufftonfirstmennonitechurch
https://www.instagram.com/fmcbluffton/

